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@. iif we couid begin by taiking, asking you £0 give us your 
reflections on the @eyaciation af Ruasian troops from fran and 


your own Foie in this important event. 


Ae Well, you Know the quastion of the é@vacuation of Russian 
treopea from Iran after the tecord World War i5 a question 
which, unfortunately, is not very well Knewn by our younger 
generations because the history ot this period has been 
deliberately -- I repeat -~- deliberately faisified in order 
fo fool the peorle of fran and to present kisatery under scone 
other coler. When Qavem~os-Saltaneh ..-. after several 
franian governments had come end gone and the Seviets had 
refused ta evacuate, pretending that fran was a faecist 
center and was considered a danger.... Finally, at that tine 


TI had «a neweapaper in Iran, ang .-. © daily newopaner.... 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mozaffar Firouz. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 6 December 1981, Paris, France. Iranian 
Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


MN. FIROUZ-4 


fT think perhaps it was for the fireat time in Iran -- there 
Was Sort of = referendum organized by & newspaper. f sent 
about 25,006 smaii papera aaking queations trom peopie in the 
ministries, From peopie whe had ... who could read and write 
anyway, and who understood the situation, asking them: “Under 
fhe present aituetion, whe, in your opinion, should come over 
and take over the reins of government, end try te solve this 
very vital anertion which threatens ouc indwpendence and our 


nationul integrity?’ 


Anyway, I aent ail these documenta and distributed then, 
Fineliy, #@ had about, if I remember correctiy,. something 
like 318,900 replies at that time. And J think, roughiy 
apeaking, the majgority was in the name of Gavan, 
Gavan-oca-Saltaneh, wits my own uncle, Br. Hosasdegh, second 
with about 400 to 300 votea less than Gavan. Uf course, 
Gavemn-ca-Saltaneh was an oid man whe, at that time, had a 
great deal of axyperience. He had been saveral times prime 
ninijdater. And chvicualy, perhaps for this reason, at thet 
time in Iranian history, the majority of peopnie ~~ oF 

inte Llectualisa anywey -- preferred a Ban with more government 
experience, who at the same fime wae 4& patriot, and he had 


praved if ao during hia tenure of afiice. 


The name of Gavam came, #0 we ... in our paper we ... claimed 


the result of the referendum. And there was about 3 month 
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and a halt or two monthe Lett for parliament te.... 


fe. Adyourn. 


A. At that time the parliament gave what the Iranians cail 
tanayol, which of course maans their sentiments as te 

who should be invited toa form a government. The Shah, at 
that tine, had not arrived at 8 position where he nominated 
who he wanted to. But 4... and as the pariiament was 
discuseing the question, there wae 8 tremnendays anount of 


intrigues going en to Drevent Gavam being elected. 


Anywey, the basis of those intrigues at that time, from what 
we understood, came from the British Enbeaasy,., which did not 
want, in reatity, the Russians to leave. "yr Recause 
British policy was based on the aid inperiaiiat conception of 
a division into two spheres cf influence -~ #«s they had done 
in the 1907 agreenent with the Tearist government, and they 
hoped they would be able toa renew the same procedures after 
the Second World War. In reaiity, the plan tor fran waa what 
happened in Vietnam and Korea. The narth of Tran, the seuth 
at Iran, the North Horese, the South Kores, the North Vietnan, 
the South Vietnam, all morth and south -- the north being 
under the crotection and influence sof one bior and the eacuth 


under the protection and influence of the other blac. 


At that time, American diplomacy in Iran was resiiy playing s 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mozaffar Firouz. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 6 December 1981, Paris, France. Iranian 
Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


KH. FIROUZ-1 

very second role foliowing the British line, because they had 
very iittie axperience. It was just after the Second Worid 
War -- €@& Year after, 4 rew years atiter. tt wes the beginning 
of their experience. And, we must say, rather untartunate 
experiance -~- as time has proved since the Second World War 
“— in thear diplomatic relations in ail parts of the worid, 
trom the very Far Esst of Chiang Rai-Shek, starting fram 
there to where now we have come to the other countries af the 
Far Bast, jlife Vietnan, Cambodia, Lagos, Everywhere they had 
ane objective, and everywhere the contrary to that obrzective 
arrived, @S events have proved. Sa, unfortunately, the ... 
tine has shown that nobody seems to appreciate in America 
that at Ieest ane should learn frem oane"s own experience. 
What if wrong? There must be something wrong -- that this 


Bituation ia Buch. 


Well, anyway, in... about two years before the revolution, I 
wrete a klong memorandum fo President Carter. And I expisined 
<that> I believed in Carter’s personal integrity. I thank he 
meant weli. If considered ham weak. I considered him to be 
under the influence et Brzevinahi, whe was has counseior, who 
was more Polish than American, and wanted at aii costs <- 
even at the cost of ancther second ..- third worid war -~ to 


try to bring about en independent Poland. Whatever happens. 


Fo wrote 4 ieng memorandum far Carter, explaining te hin the 


eituestion in Iran. A very critical memorandum. And telid 
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him, explained to him, that the pelicy they are pursuing .«.. 
theyre preparing the ground for a vary hig revoliutian, which 
Will he inevitable in Iran if they do not change policies, 1f 
they do not do away with the system they nave af thinking ..- 
under world conditions today. A country such as Ireun could 
he directed with people whe are completely pawns in their own 
hands without any personality, watheut any nationality. 
simpiy obeying -- as the Sheh did. That was my concertion, 


which I wrote ta Carter. 


And as a matter of fact, I said to him, “i imagine shat you 
wes.” F prenosed to him two things which he did ammediately. 
Iosmuat exoress py Grataticeation -- which I did by letter te 
him atterwards. fF sasted him ta do twa things. To ciear his 
mind. Ff said, "Send about 10 or 15 people. of your personal 
friends, the people whe have not been responsible an forming 
nolicy ian Iran during the iest 16, 15 years, but whe know the 
situation of the world. Waili you send them therer Teil then 
io see the dossiers, to See people, to talk, and came back ta 


You to give an objective report at the situation in Iran.” 


Secondly, I asked Carter toe ... F said that if cannot -- f 

Can not -~ accuse my awn Caompatriots, iranians, 
unfortunately, of being corrupt and of the pillaging their 
country, But, I seid, “Yau know, relations which existed 
between Nixon, Kizsinger, Heims -- eapecialiy -~ and the Shah 


Were mok the normal relations existing between a chiet at 
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state and other chiefs of state in other countries. and I 
think American interests dictate that a specaal tommissiocn 
shouid be formed to investigate few, whet thease relations 
were, And, perhacs, some good witl come out. We shall clesr 
up certain mysteries. And I think there are many Iranian 
patriots who would be prepared to present, send peaple wha 
will witnmes&S in such 4 commission, and nelp. It’s on this 
basis oniy of good relations that the future is possible 
between the people of Iran and the people of the Giited 


States,” 


Weli, as far as the reports I had, he sent an aeroplane with 
about 16 or 33 people to Iran shout 16 days afterwards. 
Without Suilzavan even being inxyormed. And i heard tl dont 
know whether if is true} that Suitivean was surprised. Whe 
were these people wha arrived suddenily without his 
gnformation? sAandhe tock @ plane and went to Washangtan ts 
Bee what it’s ali about. But I think instructions were being 
given to the CLA to give ... present these peopie wath all 
the daesiers they needed. And they cottid meet pecple they 
considered wseful that they should meet te get an idea of 
what was go1tng on in Iran. And that’s what happened. They 
steyad, I thank, abowt [6 or it days and they gave a tong 


report. 


@-. What type of people were thege? 
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A. They were personal trienda of his. They were personal 
friands of Uarter, yes. IF have not got the names but I knw 
there were between 19 aor I2. Theat was what surprised, 


ABDaATENntiy. a 


I sert 3 campy of my letter to Ambassador Young, whonm.... 7. 
had never met him. £f£ went’t know anything about bim. But by 
his action I sav he understood nore of what was happening in 
the Third Worid than any of the other diplomats who were 
im...- He was anbaseseadar to the Unatecd Nations. and f knew 
he was @ friend of Carter. In fact f imagined that probably 
the election of tarter wae due ta him whe helped getting the 
Black vote in America for Carter at that tame. $F dm know that 
ere he wrote ne a very nice letter. And I do Hnow £hat 
Carter ... that he <Young> had been inpressed by this 
document J sent. Because he ¢Young?> wrote me @ very warn 


ietter. 


But he <Yoaung?> atarted giving interviews, talking about 
Khene@ini being a saint and this eaoert of thing, you wHnow. And 
they ashed, “What are you talking sbout? Yet are «an 
anbareador to the United Netaons., This 25 not your affair,” 
At this point, he had been inpreagsed, I think, and he shawed 
the danger for the United States af the sane conditions 


sontinued in Iran, 


Anywey, fhe Heimea” dessier -- I saad to nin <Carter>, J esid, 
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“Helms -- he already has e dossier for perjury. i= reguest 
You fo send thie dessiear ta ... until the question of his 
presence in iran ‘unclear? can came under consideration.” 
And he sent that immediately. And Helms was convicted for 
WO years -- prison. Gf caurse prison without -- what do they 
aay, what is the exact term, I den*t know in English, I 
forget -- ta*iiahi, whach is, if he committe another 

erime and is ctonyicted, well, the twe years wiil be added, 
you see. He was convicted for two yaare of prsson. And fhe 
sudge, an convicting hin, Said that, “You are the symbol of 


Bhame for America.” That was ali in the press -- in the 


documents. Tt was ali «unelear>. AI right. 


Wefi ... and I remember that in the decuments, which I wrote 
Lo Carter, £ said te ham, I Saad, "A government nuet be 
well-informed. Well, you have what you call the Central 
Intelligente Agency.” I saad, "You know, Mr. President, f 
imagine if historians want one day to write the history oF 
this pericd af the world in which we are living, they’d fand 
iff difficult to write the “Central Intelligence Agency’. 
They night be tempted to write “the Communist Inspired 
faigency”. Because of the results -- the nreople judge py 
resuits -- the results of the npokicies, if the results of 
information given by what you call the CIA. Since the Second 
World War up to this date, everywhere has shown that you’ ve 


got the opposite resulte to what you expected.” 
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“and now.” I said, “You are daing exactiy the same thang in 
irar, preparing the ground for revolution. And the oniyv 
nossible solution of such @ revolution,” I said, “if you 
want £o stop thise is ta finish with the present regine as 
Boon #28 you can. and ta prociaim that the independence of 
iran, the national sovereignty of the Iranian people, is « 
Vital Anerican interest. That“a the only interest an which 
reat American interest can be preserved in Iran and an the 
warig which we jive in today. The questior of domination is 
rart oF an epoch which is finished. The soccner this is 
realized the Better.” That was really the cenception of what 


i wrote to Carter at that tine. 


And, weiti, events proved that whet tf wrete te han fwo years 
before ... exactly that happened as far es Tran was 
concerned. Sa, unfortunately, we are now in front of.,.. 
i’ve said this, which 14 not part ef your question about 


Azerbaijan, but YF think at was necessary to say that. 


To go pack toa the Azerbaijan question and the evacuation of 
the Russian treopsa. Even at that tane, the British were 
against the election of Gaveam- If was with great ditzicuity, 
and fertain manipulations with deputies, this, thet and the 
other «- which anly OQsavam himself knows, and perbhape I “naw, 
f’m in the Secret at that time -- that we managed, in state 
of wii the intrigues, for Gavam to get the majority in the 


peridjgament by twa votes. 3e the Shah was cbiliged to call for 


a 
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Tt was at that moment that Gavam-oas-Saltaneh asked me whether 
i*d like to collaborate with him. If said it would be an 
honer for me, but thet FI had certain conditions which I 
thought were necessary for accepting responsibilities and 
harticipating. He said, “What are those conditions?” Tf 
seid, “@e must show that we area in Iran. We -- and vou -- are 
im favor of protound social reforms. And what has been 
canpleteliy neglected during ali these years and that ... the 
basis of that is thet a Ministry of Labor, with @ minimum 
salary for Iranian workers, should be ptt into Goeratian by 
us in spite of the crisis, 2n spite ot ali the situation, te 
show that we medn business. AS s00n 4a& possihbie.” He said, 
“Ail right, fine.“ And he asked me to become vice prine 
Rinister, and at the same tine to form the néw ministry, 


Ninistry of Labor and Propaganda. Which I accepted. 


Weil,  ,efore we forned the government, ne asked me, he said, 
“ Twant te ask you a sarticuler service.” He gaid, “ I want 
you, in mersaon, to discuss with the Seviets the cenditiens of 
theix retreating from Iran, and evacuating the #611 of Iran 
from ail their troops sand these arms which they have actuaily 
in place. and whieh .,. under cur agreement made during the 
"Gees they shouid have lett when the Americans and Englich, 
left under the eave sgreement.” EF aaaid, “ALI right. “” But,” 


he seid, * this must be completely secret. Nebody should 


« io - 
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know, not even in the Teuncil of Ministers. The auestion 
Rust not be dascussed. 4nd, when everything is finished, 
then we will present the case, but not betore, and nobody 


ahouid be in the secret.” J saad, “Aili right." 


He aaid, “The only thing IT ask you is to ... if possible ... 
to fteave, send a card for the Russian representative here.” 
I said, “im afraid I can’t.* “Oh,” he aeid, “You’re always 
awkward like this. You’re Like this. But we’re under their 
bayonets, their occupying ... their ftroopa.” “But I said 
“at’s a better reason to be able to preserve cur dignity. We 
have nething but dignity to preserve. We have neo 
independence. We sre under foreign occupation. At lesst ve 
are sure that we are capable of preserving our dignity. Tf 
have no oepyection. But under the protocol 1t’s he whe should 
enne and leave a card for he. It’s he who has affairs with 
me. It’s he whe 25 aceredited to cur gevernment. When fre 
gives the card, with great pleasure J will] of course return 


with my card.” 


So he aaw that it was ueeless and sa he sent one of the ...4 
pearsan who he Mnew was closely perhaps connected with those 
peoria, ashing them to send a card for m@ -- which they 
immediately did. Ft was part of their pretecali. Eut hie 
Gaver? wanted to be particularily nice ... to aay “the pereen 
wants £o disevsas «Cunciear> ..--" ¢hut> for resaans of srotocad 


end dignity F didn’t accept. 
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And they left their card and I returned the card. And that 
vas where the ... relations started hetween ne and the 
Russian representative there at that time, whoa started 
Giscueasions with me. Well, we sad discussions. If alwaya met 
them and had long talke -- secret taiks. <«unclear> And the 
teaiks continued. aAfter about 10 or 15 days, our 
representative ... becuase the Iranian question was the first 
queation which wasn before the Security Council of the United 
Nations, which had, of course after the war been newly formed 
in New York. And our representetive there was ‘Hossein> Ala, 
an old Angicphile and # courtesan, as you night call him, an 


gid courtier, but which provokad an intident. 


2 wea taiking in Tehran, directly expressing our friandshin 
with the Soviet Union: "We have 2,300 kilometers of 
frontiers, which condemns us ~~ and you -- te iive on 
mutually good reiations, friendiy relations. But these 
mutual relations must be hased on the reapect, mutual 
respect, for our dignity, our security and our independence. 
And fon this resson, we want you fo retire your troops 
hecause it. is very difficult for thiz governsent to accept, 
to continue If we remain under foreign accupation.” At this 
moment when F wee taiking on thie besin of friendehip and so 
em, which was the reality ef the aitueation, and my own 

oaz sonal political beliete: we must have the good relations 


and the ... keep the balence Setweer the two great povers. 


om, 
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They exisi in arder to preserve our independence. 


Well, at this moment, suddeniy there was a viclent. incident 
in New York. Ala ... I don“t know ... in @ rather offensive 
and critical way spoke esegainst the Soviet. Unions 
representative, who was Groamyke, aa @ matter ot fact, at that 
time. 4nd he got up from the teble, clacked on the teble 


with his fist, went out and eclacked the deor. 


@. This Was tromykot 


4. Gromyko. This incident.... Suddenly this news came when 


Yowas taiking with the Soviet reprasentative on this basis. 


G. Dad Alea de thia on fis ovn, or did he have instructions? 


& ft was the Shah*’sa hand and the British intrigus.... He 
tad no...- I’!1i show you 4 copy of @ telegram. TEs 
interesting for you. anyway, Of course it mad a fool oF us. 
We were talking in this way with the Russian representative. 
The fellow come.... F was furious. The fellow came ta see 
me, and he ssid, “Whet ig thia game? Is it a game youre 
playing with us?" I said, "No." I said, “You are perctectly 
justified. You are nerfectiy right. He*s cur representative. 
Met he fad no inatructions from us to even open hia mouth, 
because we are talking with you here. And © will see whet 


can ke done,” 
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Of course, {[ was in favor of inmnediately Kicking him *Ala> 
out, you see. Because the question was ef vital interest for 
fran. : taiked to GQavam, I said, “Look here. We nuat....” 
Gavan was rather indecisive ... but a little conservative, 
and he said, “Well, it’s difticult moy to hick him out 
exactiy becauee he“s done it withont...." But he aaid, 
“Prepara...." I gaid, “Well, weil semd ... a very, very 
strong telegram.” He said, “ALI right. Prepare it. Write 
At, show it ta me and I’il see ... amail things I“il make and 


we will send a strong telegram.” 4 said, “ail right.” 


I prepared the telegram, and IT showed it to Qavam, and he 
changed it # Littie bit -- made it a idttle milder than what 
i*d..-4. But it wan stili very. very strong. Anybody with 
any respect for his own honor would himself have resigned at. 


that monent, you Aee., 


Well, @ telegram was gant. And I gave inatructions on the 
radio. Ofticialiy it was eaid that 4.45 ingadent was 
sbeolutely without any instructions from the government, Alia 
has meade these ..- certain statements and he has been caiiled 
£o order .., #or this reason, you see, I have the text of the 
telegreas which Gavan in hia own handwriting ... he capied and 
he made certain things. And I have that telegram, which ia 
very intereating. [t*s a historicai document -- moment. 


Gell, the Ruseaians of course got to Know, with what was aaid 


- ja - 
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On the radios and so on, that we were not playing a dovhie 
gane with them. But stili, of course, the negotiations 


dragged on. 


iil fineaily, after another 10 or 15 days, I finally summoned 
the Soviet representative to come and se= me. <aAnc I said to 
him, 2 said, “Look here, you Know, we are taiking for weeks. 
i“ve shown the Dest af my good wiii -- good wili of the 
Iranian people tewards you. IF have not aeen the sare 
reciprocity. And I’ve asked you to come tonight <it was ten 
o*eciock that T asked him to come> “to send «4 telegram af what 
Iwant to teil you tenight, direct to Gereralissimo Stalin.’ 
When I mentioned the word Stalin, he jumped fram his seat 
Peceuse he was surprised. But ha said, “Mo, Moletov is....” 

I said, “Yes, Sut what I’m going to sey is very grave, and f 


WVOULd prevger iff would ga direct to Stalin.” 


Anyway, he said, “All right, what ifs if?" I said, “Well, 
iock here, we’ve shown our goodwill, we can’t do more. Weve 
not. got the Beana te act in a military way ageinst a great 
power Like you. And we don*t want to insult cur interest and 
We can’t do at. <«unmclear> Everything a government which 
respects itself ... can do. IF it’s not possible for it tea 
carry out what. if hoped fo be able to carry aut -- with very 
good will towards your great country -- then it. will resign. 
4nd that’s what we have decided to do. That’s the reason why 


i wanted you te telegram to General Stalin that if, within a 


- TS = 
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very short time Russian troops atill remain in Tehran, in 
Iran, and the north of fran, well, the government wili heave 
to resign. But, aa I toid you, cur policy is based on 
friendshin towards you. And is respecting the same principiG 
which IJ have teid you during cur conversations, that I want 
to teil you now, that when we resign we have te give a 
praclareation to the pecple. Or they will wonder why we 
resigned. Weli, I must teli you, as a reepect ... with the 
respect and the triendsaip we have taiked to you about, and 
Which is sincere, te prove the sincerity of this friendship, 
ve Sheali be obliged to explain the reason. And that ressoun 
Will be that our emperiance shows that the Sayiet policy 
today no longer reapects the Leninist conception of the 
respect for independence and the national savereignty of 
ofher peoples. 

So om this beadgis, we are obliged to resign. We can da 
nothing elise. By conscience we cannot continue te keep the 


econatry in this atate.” 


He took notes and he went. Weli,two nights atterwards, he 
telenhoned met "Can I see you?” ££ sadd, “OF course.” And -- 
it was about the same time -~ he came, and he said, “Telegram 
fron Genersalissime Etalin.” And he sat down -- very quietly, 
yery tranguilly. I was very pleased. He said, “Well, we heave 
received a telegvam,. I*m inetructed ta come and fell you 
that after 25 days <acmething like that, roughly 25 dayea> 


there will not be one Soviet anidier with arms in fran.” 
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®. This was bevore Qavam’s trip to Moscow? 


A. Noa, he*’d gone and come back. ft was about 4 month end a 


halt atterwards. 


i. * see, 


A. Oh, yes. Meoscew had dene nothing at all, you see, about 
the....+ Ma, no. It wae ..- &@ month and # heaif, Ewo months 
afterwerds, this affair. Atter ail these negotiations, the 


Ais incident, and ali that, yoau see. 


@, I see. So this is in April 1946, just before the 


proclametion, the Gevan-Sedchivkevy proclamation? 


A. Yes, yes, exactly. Anyway, .-- the proclamation, when it 
came .~.. @nd we had news, of course, we had news. And it’s 
here which Io want ta express the gratitude, which reatiy 
represents the gratitude of the franian people, towards 
Trygve Lie, whe was the first Secretary General of the United 
Nations, whe was sending nessaqges for us. He was deing hia 
Best there te arrange this contlict. And, cof course, he 
cobld sea, who.... He saw Ala. And he sent messages. And 
he amid fo us, “I am sending meseages and I hope these 
MEBEAGeR are getting through” -- through en ambasssedar, a 


foreign ambannador, whoa arrived, as a netter of fact, in 
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Tehran. Hea said, “Tell Gavam that I’m sending messages 
through fla. F hone they*re ail received.” Weill, we had no 


Resaeges from Ala.... We had nme messages from Ala. 


So, finaily, when he ¢Tryqve Lie> resigned and went and wrote 
a hook, in The Service ot Peace, which I’ve quoted in 

my bock, he telks sabout Ala. He said, “TI had told this man [I 
an sending nessages, which were secret, te send to hia 
government. F dan*t know whether he sent them or not, But 
what Io do know is that the same day that I spoke to him 
secretly, atterward he was in the Department of State telling 
fhem exactly what I hed been tatking about." That wad the 
conerete result of this man*s, the first Secretary General of 
the United Nationa ... who waa really sincere ain tryang tea 


find # pacific aolution te this, you see. 


And, anyway, when the Russians came and they gave this ... f 
asked then would they canfirn it by writing the next day. 

Bot ¢ didn’t wait because we had information that the British 
at that tine had Erought troops te Basra. And they were 
waiting: they wanted to come in with troops, asying, “The 
Russians are there, so we*#ve come in." It would have been de 
facto, autcmaticaliy the division of Iran, Secause if the 
British deme, they «tine Ruseians> wouldnt have gqane. Nobody 
would aay anything. They would have just etayed there, that’s 
aii. As the French sey, ‘Je suie tuncleear>” “Nobody would 


leave. They are #il there.” Exactiy the same thing aw in 
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Korea, as in Vietnam -- this sort of thang heppened, with the 


Sane policy and the same plan at that time. 


Wail, that was as far as the thing.... They lett. I must 
say thet the Rueeians, after the 25th, 26th day, the tinal 
jimit of their thing, there was ... scrupulousiy observed 
their commitment. And it was the only country which they 
left by their own will. They stayed ... after the war they 
stuyed in Austria for 14 years, hefore they arranged a treaty 
there -- af neutrality and an on -~- pnefore they withdrew all 


their troonos. 


tt. Whet was the role of the so-caited Truman ultinatum? 


A. Tt was @ ist of taik. The Russians didn’t care a damn 
about the Truman ultimatum. It had absolutely no inportance, 
But Troman ... it waen’t an ultimatum, you ace. «<He> was 
speaking: “Why doen“t they leavez”" It was yuet to keen sone 
of the Americans, as ff tald you at the beginning of this 
talk, in resaiity, the U.5. again was ahsolytely ..-., to tolilow 
the British Line. And the British iaine was -- and we have 
further reagona and further proofs of that -- is that they 
were preparing ~~ they had their trooss in Beare. They wanted 
to come in, as I told you. And they bad started to make 
intrigues in the seuth of Iran, where ... with the Bakhtiari 
tribes -- the Bakhtieri and the theshghaite, but particulariy 


the Esthttaria -- they wanted to proclaim in Bsfehan an 


- 15 - 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Mozaffar Firouz. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 6 December 1981, Paris, France. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


HW. FIRGUZ~7 


indepenctence, Just like Aazarhbaizan, yau see, in the soauth. 


Tt wes the sane geme. Soa, when the Russians came, f£ didn’t 
weit for their ... I saw it was a question of hours. ft 
would have been in faci tie division af Iran, you see. 
geve anstructions that the radio should ... and the news 
Bhould be distributed everywhere thet the Russians have come, 
and they’ve ... and they are leaving. The attair is settled 
and 8&0 on. ft would have been received the next morning, 
anyway. But before we received it, the news hed been given 
out that the affair had been settied. And they scrupulocusiy 


ehserved and respected their obtigation, 


That wae as fer an the withdrawal ot the Ruesian troops. But 
the Azarbeijan affair and the queation of the southern rising 
against the government, to prerare them there aiso ... was 
ealao of great intereat at that time because.... With ny on 
personei ides -- and Gaveam approved it -- I nominated, with 
Wevan’s approval, for the KHakhtiar. tribe, two Bakhtiari 
people, you see. One was the son of Morteza-Gholi Khan, who 
waa the .,,. (I gan’ think of his name now} the older san of 
Morteza-Gihoii Khan, and ansther Bekhtiari, wha was Abolghasen 


hihan. 


Fo pent for them. And they came. Jahanshan -- Jahanshsah waa 
the 20n of Morteza-Ghoeli Khan. And Absighaaenm. and I taiked 


to them. I said, “Look here, I went the Bakhtiars to 
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nominate two ct you Bakhtiari as governor of the Bakhtiari 
tribe.” It was the First tine something happened iike that 
in Tran. IF said, “Up £6 now, youve always been runping 
around foreigners, thinking you preserve your dignity, your 
good ... this that and the cther. But whatever you want, you 
must wank frem your own gavernment. Why ask foreigners?” 

They were very Pleased, Jahanshah said, “it course.“ If said, 
"You wiii have your relations there, ali right. You. have ... 
the British consul ia in Fafaban. You can have the ordinary 
and normal reiations, if there’s any quastion of anything you 
as. 1OFMal reiations, But... you have nething to run atter 
him about. Goncerning Bakhtiari affairs, youre representing 
now the government. I’m giving you dignity." When I said 
that, Jahanshah said, “But, oh, you know, if ff get hold of 
this man, I’ cut his neck.” JI said, "We don7”t want that 


either.” 

QQ. Which nant 

A. The consul, the British consul. 

GQ. Frattyr 

A, Hot Trott. Ne, He wae in Ahwaz «<t that tine. 


@. Geavitt 
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&. Gault, Gault, yes. Gault -- he was ian Estahan st that 
time, yas. FI said, “We dan’t want that either. No question 
of cutting throats. I am asking you toa respect your dignity. 
your country’s dignity, when you’re carrying out a duty which 
falis part of the government. That’a why I’m giving you 
this. We want toa encourage you to change your ways, the 


Bakhtiaris.” 


anyway, they went. and from the very firat week, the 
meetings started between them. And ~ even havea jiettere oar 
Gault, written in Persian -- he apoke Persian -- tunclear> 
which me sent to these teccie. “We have to have a meeting,’ 
he wrote, this, that and the other. Fhat sert of documentary 


avivgence,. 


GG. To the Bakhtiaris? 


& The Bakhtiaris, yes. And the Fashidian people at that 


time, #& weil, 


G, Asadolieh Rashidien? 


4. Asacdoliah. Aseidoliseh and Seitfolieah. But the tather was, 
the oid ... the cid fox there wae the father, you eee, who 
had based the whele relations, and ea on. And its very 
eanusing about the father. And “£he invesctiqations..- Anyway 


ee. When thia was gaing on we goat the reports, Aboalghasenm 
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Bent ua reguleariy ail reports. He was in there and he wae 
Bincere towards me. We goat ali the reports -- exactly what’s 
happening. Any decuments he could fand, he would send, and 
he was himself in the meetings. And Waveam said, “This is 


Your affair, You must go toa Farahan,” 


m@. This is in September 1946? 


A. "46h. You know Sil the dates better than even me. 


Ww. Weil, i*ve worked on these.... 


4. Anyway, I Aad formed, as you Hnow, with Wavan, the 
Tranian BDenccratic Party, at that tine, with a progressive 
program at reform which waa to he, in my opinion, e@ saclid 
warty -- a national party af reform, you see. To .., not fo 
Give, leave the space ...- any opening to other people -- te 
Sut Eheir foot in it. We have @ party, we want to make 
reforms. And, #8 8 pretext, to open the section ox the 
Iranian Pemocratic Party in Estahen, F said ta Gavam, “Ail 


right, I wail go to Feteahan to aee what can be done. 


Anyway, ET had ...- there was e colcnel ain the gendarmnerze wie 
had my confidence. IF wrote out a special order, in «en 

envelope, mealed if, and gave it to kim. if aaid, “You go te 
Befahsan. When I come, when my plane arrives, you come to the 


aecrodvome. You*il open this document seftar my sarriveail an the 
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aeredreme. And you’ii carry out the instructions in at. You 
BAG. You have no right to cnen iff before.“ “Ali right.” 


He went. 


Well, we went....- The Iranian Benocreatic Party 
representatives, vera there, all the dignitaries were there. 
The general, the head of the ermy there, the ... was there 
eisoa. General Mo“tazedi,., wha had very good relations with my 
fernily. His #fsther everybody would know very weil. Tf 
inforned him, "Im coming to see ... O7li come in to yoaur 


hota.” 


I didn’t want toe ge te the governor’s house. The governor 
wee an Old Anglephile whe I unew very well. But when I wes 
Very 4... @t aix or seven years aid, I went to England -- I 
wee at Harrow and Cambridge, you know. And he was there. 
Niece fellow, as 4 matter of fact. But he was governor. 
Nader Arasteh. He was an cid Angiophsalie; I knew that. I 
wanted toa .-. TI knew there would be prohehiy same troubles 


and sc on, 660 IF wanted to go ... to the generel“s. 


They were ali there, of cuvurse, at the aerodrome, when I 
arrived, including JFahanehah, whe £ saw there with about #9 
or 30 Bakhtiari hersermen, you knov, a couple of hundred yards 
the other way «+ waiting. They hed come, I think, with 
Jahansheh te the aercdrome. They sli gat down. |] se1id.... 


Everybody very nice, and so on. Jahanehah -- everybody cane 
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aiaong, and we got down, and No’ tazedi was there, GCeneral 
Mo’tazedi, and F was accompenied by all these people ta the 
car, which I wanted te get inte and go to Ho*tazedi’s house. 
And ...- welk ...the colonel, who d goat there ... he was there 
of course. And he ... by a sign, he said he knew ... he had 
apened and knew what it Waa ahout. 30a when f was saying 
goodbye to everybody, I said toe Jahanahah, “Wall you have 


r 


perhaps a iittlie discussion with the colonel,” and so on, and 


* 


BO on. “I’ll see everybody later,” and so on. Jf got into 


Hovtavreditsa car and went. 


And when I lett, the gendarmerie colonel put Jahanshah an the 
yeep and teok him fo prison -- immediately. Ana it remained 
his Zather, Mortera-Gheint Khan. Now Sorteza-Gholi hhan was 
BO connected -- sii those years, of course, with the British 
and so om -~- thet even Reva Khan didn’t dare touch him. 
During all the period of "Reza Bhan the Great” as they ceiled 
him an Iran, he dide’t dare touch Morteza-thoia Khan. Well, 
they gave me two guides, and I sent a few gendarmes up 2,506 
meters inte the mountaina, and they arrested him at midnight 


and they brought him toa Hatahan -- Merteza-Gheli Khan. 


And I ammediately prociaizned military government im Esatehen. 
And I proclaimed General Mo‘tazed: a& the military governor. 
Fo bed to de thet -- anything could hepren, you fee. 
Everything had been prepared. We had te act inmecdiately. Of 


course, in my aebsence, intriques were going on ir Tebran, ara 
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BOne one or two at the manisters in the cabinet.... When I 
gave thie proclamation that “we order the prociamation cf the 
Bilitary rule in -- martial law -- in Esfahan, snd I 
Brociained General No*tezedi sea the governor~-genersli. 

Anyway, it was prociained, it waa executed immediateiy, and 


averything caimed down. 


At midnight they brought him there. And I wanted te send hin 
to Tehran. He sent me 4 measage, not to send him by piene 
Fecause of Ris heart and as on ... to send him by car, if 
possible -- to Fehran. I matd, “Alii right, weili, teil him 
we’li send hin Thursday.“ You see -- three days later. I 
gave instructions that he be sent the next morning. Because 
i thought if we wait until Theraday they might send some 
Bekhtiaris on the road or something. Anyway, they took him 


to Tehran. 


And the interesting part of all this is that the whele 
conception of course feli through. But the next mercning FI 
was working in the office at the nilitery governor’s hoause. 
They came and gaid that Fadakar wants to see ne. Fadskar wes 
& deputy of Fafehan -- 4 Tudeh deputy. And ... F waa 
worring, #o I said, “Wheat does he want?” They said he had 
something realiy urgent and he wanted fo see me. Sa F said, 

"B1E raght.. Feil kim ta come in.” And he cere tin, and he 
seid, “What ida ali this Busineas about the martial law about, 


enywayit" IT said, "@he the hell are you taiking to? This 
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doesn’t concern you. What you are taiking about?” He said, 
“Woll, we cent support tia.” I said, "Well, get out." T 
said, “Either get out immediately and shut your mouth, or you 
foliow the others who Ive sant toa prison. Get aut,™ IF said. 
4nd he went. I’ve never heard eny more about him. Another 


incident happened about Fadakar.... 


@. There were aone runors that he had been staring arma or 


something in Esfahan, sort of a rebeliton. Is that true? 


A. Well, but, you know, many of the Tudeh peopie ... it was 
quite normal. Becauee when a “<unclear> party which begins 8 
pregrespive program, always the contrary party tries fa 
infiltrate to find out whet’s happening. My uncie, Dr. 


Mosaadegh, Woe &o convinced about this, that in the Tudeh 


party there were many sincere idecleagicai people -- f knew 
them -- who believed ideologically that everyfhoudy has hia 
opinion -- which should be reeanected. But there were alsa 


ists of humbugs in there, you see, whoa were there an 
minsions. And that’s whet I saiways toid the Tudeh pecple in 
Tebran,. I told them, I seid, “Po you think youre taiking 
-«. in your committee, central committee, you taik there and 


ao an and go on 4.4. and nacbody hnows what’a going ont” 


Toseid, “But you heve British agents fare amongst you.” 
“Oh, who?t Tellus the names.” fnd aco on. J asid, “1 can’t 


teil you the names. Bui there are Britieh agente eamonget 
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you. But I e¢can give you a receipt, # diagnostic, with which 
you wiii find ort who they ere.” YT asid, “Whoever, when you 
get together in your conmittee, spaaks against me is a 
British agent. Now go and find out yourself wha it ia. Tf 


don’t know,” 


Q@. Well, doe you think they were actually preparing 4n arned 


uprising? 


A. wetl, it there were Aritish agents.... I don’t Knew, you 


see, because the Tudeh people, nc. 


G. Dad you find any arms? 


A. No, I*it teil you exactiv what happened, aa a natter of 
fact. after thie harpened, and I kicked him out there, Tf 


stayed again and went back to Tehran, GF course. 


in Tehran, there was quite a scene in the Council of 
Hinisatera. The Tudeh were in there. And they asid, “But why 
has this been done without 5 decree af the Gouncil of 
Hinisters?” You see. He wanted to.... Gavan, everybody -.. 
wee sitting. and I said ta the Tudeh people, [ said, “When I 
have a responsibility, my belief and conviction ia that 
nothing elise bat the national interest of the country counta. 
hE it getea ... st such a tenent ..-. for some huresucratic 


TeSBOon, ZORe act of vital importance shovid ke delayed, I 
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#wiil not wait for that bureeucratic preperation, because I 
know that can be prepared immediately, and I know that 
everybody, and the person, the governnent that J represent, 
is favorable. That’s the repiy to your question.” Gavan 
paid, “What he’s done, he“sa done on my behaitf.” Because I 
signed: “an behaizf of the prine miniater? Firouz.” You see. 
This, incident, alse cunclear>.... And that was the, how 


tie ak 


G. Seceuse Fadekar’s son, Iraj, has said that at that time 
his father and «# group had etered sare arms at the Nour 
factory, that they had thrown them in the river when yqu 
cane, before you came, or after you came, samething iike 


that. I wanted to know if this was frue, 


Se No. Fhe... you know, [il tell yu something. Amonget 
the Tudeh people, there were sone who really helieved in the 
ideology. And #mongst them alac those who ... with a certain 
amnount of nationalist leanings as well, in spite of their 
ideology, which is interrationai. But there were others. 

And for ne, all those who were, #8 we gay, more Catholic than 
the Pope, Yaw Seb, on certain guestions, Were segentea whe had 
infiitrated. However, that wes pny own extreritence. These 
Were Very, Very, Sort af more Catholic than the Pope and 
trying to push elong these things which they knew would 
prebably provoke incidents and dizriculties and 2a on, well, 


2% wae done on thea basis af a pregream. The whole trouble was 
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that? that it was an organization which had been vell 
organized, and they had clean people in it -- idecliogicaliy 


clean people -- and they believed what they did. 


And my own opinion, was, well, Tran shouid be a@ democracy. We 
have 27,200 Kilometers ot frontier with the Soviet Union, it“s 
2 communist taountry. Ff we want to have coewistence with 
those peonle, we can’t pretend to be a democracy and to sort 
ex ehut the mouths of a very smail minority of people who 
want. ta express their beliefs, these beliefs. On the 
contrary, if we want to shut the moutha, it wili make then 
nore intivential, you see, And, the beat way is to get them 
in, get them to comné@, and everyone ehculd know exactly who 
atande for what. It*as as simple aa that. And ff think that 
Wee the best policy that was pursued at that time. Af that 
moment, ~ou «xnow, the entry of communiat niniatera in a 


Hiddle Eastern government was almost unthinxabje, 


GS. How waa that decided -~ ta Sr.ng these people inf 


4. Weti, when Gavan ... when we discussed with Ravan this 
question about the reforma and thia sort of thing, thet 
trouble shoutd not be made from the part af the Tudeh people, 
Gayem gaid, “In my opinion, if we bring a couple of these 
reopie in, and give them «= sense of responeibility, they 
fCan’h do anything. They’.ce there. That will open their 


Randa, ativeey. Ef it’s @mpty people will see. If it*e full, 
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then peopie wili see whet“s in them. People wili awe, We 
must be peychological in this. In shutting mouths, and being 
brutal, and this and that, lt’a not policy, eapecially when 
we want to iive on relations of mutual respect. and 


independence with....” 


@. Was there any Russian pressure to bring these people into 


the cabinet? 


& No, they didn’f even know. t.:@ of the Russian people 


CeREe.se + 


O. SBecause I think Dr. ¢Fareidoun*® Kesahavarz has aasid 


iy fb ee 
A. Keshaverzs is one of thease I’m talking about -- these 
agente -- he*s one of those, who was amongst those agents. 


Do you underatend what I mean? But, T*ii teli you. It’sa ny 
own personal opinion ... wae thet, because Keshavarz .r- We 
Brought him in and he came in. Ali right. Hut, even <«Or.> 
Redmaneah in later years, he was ..- to me he said, “Why 
didn“< you bring me along in?” He was ciean. He wee clean, 
clean, Glean. <Dr.> Radmanesh was one of those ciean seople, 
you Khnew, He hbeldeved ins... “I doem’t Know,” © gaid, "I 
aon’t know. I wanted two or three af the Tudeh people in 
there and didn’t realiy mind whe it waa, and you are, 


perhaps, justified in what you eny. I should perhaps heave 
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brought you in hecause you had mare experience than the 
others, and I Knew certeiniy that you were st lesset clean -- 


you underatand what I mean -- as far as your helieta go.” 


Anybody who ig ciean in his beliefs and is met hypocrite or 
playing double jeu, as we cali it, ar “the double 

game" -- sli right. And if the deatiny of the world has toa 
he the othe: way, all right, the destiny isa that, but the 
only way to preserve national independence will be to have 
these 2,500 Kilometers. i aiways aaid tao Wavam, I said, 
"Lock here, if the Russians bring two corps d’armee to the 
frentier, and not give it mifitary orders, but just teli them 
to start urinating, what’s going ta happen in fran? Theres 
going to be... inundatians everywhere in Iran.” if said, “We 
muat exectiy see where we atand, what we can doa, and do that 
under the hest posairie auspices, in the preservation of our 


own independence.” 


And I got the justification of this in Azgarbaijzan. Why? 
Becsuse -- and naboady knows this, you see, very few peormle 
Know it, Gf course. Of course there were people who were 
present there «- they knew. jIn Azgarbsaijan, when I“d been 
there fiwo or three days aresaking with these people, auddenly 
ees Pishevarl started talking about ... he wanted Zanjzan, 24 
fer ag ..., 1n Azarbaiyan. I said, “Wheat the heil are you 
taiking about? What are you talking about?” I said, "This 


if the document we've prepared, I[t*a thia ar nothing. Sign 
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here or nothing.“ You se@, ALL right, 


I got very angry and £ got. up. F tock with me General Hadayat 
-~ o£ Tabriz -- = took Meoghaddan with me, whoa IT kad nominated 
aS governor-general, military goavernor, of Azarbaijyan hefore 
Io iett Tabriz. F gave hin the order. And a number af people 
With me, in my suite. And they were alii sitting there, you 
gee. I got up, I sasid to Pishevari, “F can’t gay ... I 
refuse ta iisten ta this nonsense any Longer. Bo you want re 
toa give inatructions ismediately here and now to have yau 
arrested?" I had nothing. What did we heave on him? He 
suddenly isst his color -- Pishevari, I got up and aaid, “Go 


to heli, aii of you.” 


J went Back to the solace where it had been prepared for me. 
i telephoned to <«the> Ruasisn conaul ta came and see ne 
inzediately. He came, Ee enoke Persien almost as well as 


gou and I. 
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He apoke Persian aimoceat ... very well. And I saaid, “I have 
bUBINGSES in Tehran, unfortunately, which forces me fa ga hack 
much aconmer than I expected, My cwn nlane ia coming here in 
two days, But at present I have no plane and I’ve understecad 
that there’a an Fntourjat plane in the seredrome. Would you 
please give instructions that they lease If to me 
immegiateliy. Fo am lasayving for Tehran at three a’clock this 
afterncon.” He said, "What, what, will you leave for 
Tehran?’ I esid, “Yes.” “But whyt’ I asid, “Wheat ere these 
peapie you've brought in this ccuntry, and da you think vere 
gaing to listen to #11 this nonsense? tho the heli da they 
think they’re taiking ebout? And to whom are they talking?” 
3 eatd, “I wiii show what should be done. I*1i ehoew them whet 
should be dene when I get back. Pieane, I want from you -- £ 


want a piane,” 
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“Gh no, no, no,” he saija, “they must sign what you order, 
They must sign what you said, that. the agreement was that, 
wasn’t it?" To aaid, “I don’t Know. I“ve given the 
signature. I’m not waiting for anything. I want a plane. f 


don’t want any aigneture. if want a plane.“ He lett. 


After Aaif an hour, Pishevari telephoned me. “But fLhere must 
be some niaunderatanding scnewhere. There muat be some 
aigsunderatanding. We have done nothing ... that shavid upset 
you or to be against wheat you say. Will you permit us te 
cok@ around immediately to see what it’s sil about?” Weil, 
they were baci within halt an hour. and the papers were all 


Bigned. This incident.... 


@. This is in June *#67? 


A. Yes, in 1i¢4o. Aut this incident occurred in Tabriz, you 


see, in Tabriz ~~ when — decided to leave inmediateiy. «and 


Fy, 


when wet signed, I aaid te Pishevari, FY seid, “The radio ¢ 
Tebriz frem eight oavcicck tonight must Be put an my 
@ispesition, 4nd teli them every hour that they speak, they 
sey I have sonething important at eight ovc_ock.” They said, 
“ALL wight.” At eight o*clock I went on tre radios Tabriz. 
(Fucuse we, I7}i pot this here for a roment. Yea. Thin was 
the.e-e.t The newt dey, atter it had been 2igned, I gave a 


funcheon for therm. This wee the lLlunchecr the next day, yon 
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see, i*m ateaking te ther. 


@. Wr. Firvouz has shown ne «a beokiet which is entitied 
{Peragian> "Iran on the Road Toward Democratic Reform Under 
the Leadership of His Exceliency Mr. Gavam-oas-Saitaneh,” 


printed in June 1346 By the Propaganda Organization of Iran. 


A. This. was 411 the reforms, sll the decrees, which we did at 
that time, you wee. It’s the High Ceuncil of Elections, 


everything...- 


Q. And your speech is an there? 


A, This speech concerning Azarbaijan, yes, i6 there. Which 


F“ll show yau because it’s interesting -- from Tabriz.... 


(Transistion of speech read in Persian} 


coprniryrent Tonight, fram the city af Tabriz, 
i.0@., the cradle of Iran and the center of the 
great liberation movenenta, I apeak to you, dear 
countrymen. As you know, the negligence and bad 
policies of past governments, the repeated treason 
of the imposed representatives of the Majies, 
syyaring the execution of the constitutional laws, 
and violating the basic rights of the peapie, hed 


induced | group of oppreszed and figh-minded 
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etifapring of iran te rig&® up for the défense of 
freedom, and cohsequentiy brought about the recent 
developments in Azerbaijan. No need te mention 
that the actions of reactionary elements nearly 
transformed the pure soil of iran intc a 
bettleground for civil war and bicedshed, more then 
ever olunging this country and its oppressed 


inhabitante inta mistrortune and misgery. 


In the very cruciai moments during which, because 
ef the negligence and lack of interest of 
government offlcisis, desperetion and hopelesaness 
hed prevaifed throughout the country, publsac 
cpinien ahitted towards the old and able satetesman 
of af Tran, His Excellency Nr. Gavam-ca-Saltaneh. 
And a conaecuence of that public opinion was that, 
deaepite the intrigues of reactionary efements, the 
reéings of state of Iran have bean placed in the 
experianced hands of this patriotic man. 
Immediately tpon Gavam-os-Saltaneh*s assuming fle 
premiership, the spprehensionsa concerning civil war 
and fratricide disappeared, and graduaily anxiety 


has been repisaced by hope. 


And renested victories in foreign and domestic 
policies, sa well as international prestige, have 


nede Hr. Gevan-ca-Selteneh“s rane famous throughout 
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the worid, And thia aged man haa been recegnized 
as = symbol af fran and of Aener in damastica as 
well as foreign cpinicon, As a result of these 
developments, repested victories, and reforms, Mr. 
AavaMp-osn-Saltaneh became the leader of ail 


ftreedam-cemeking iraniana. 


Atte on majgerity of the internal and external 
prebiems had been rescived, the only one which 
remained was the trroblem of Azarbaijan. Following 
negotiations with the representatives of Azarbaijzan 
in Tehran, the head of state (the prime miniater) 
dianeteched me, fogether with a cemmittee, to 
Azerbaijan to continue negotiationa with those 
representatives, under his grand inatructions, 
until the problems between us are resolved and 
Bettied in the interests of freedom ana netianss 


unity. 


Dear atdiences, you weli Know that the problem of 
Azarheijan was, for varicus reestionary elementa, & 
neans of constantiy intriguing and peisoning puilic 
Opinion in order to engender Fear and anxiety. 
Unzortunateiy, these resciionary and treachercue 
SGl@mentis were not content with internal poiaaning, 
end intended to internatiansiize the problem of 


Azarbes yan in order to invite foreignere te 


a ee Ge 
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interfere in our internal sfftsairs, despite the 


principle of the aovereignty of aran. 


The astute policy and strong will of the head of 
state, a5 well *#s the good intentiona and 
patristigm of the representatives of Agarbaijan, in 
particular He. Pishevari (we had to admire him 
there), by solvang this probiem in the interests of 
freedom and national unity, turned inte despair the 
iset hope of the reactionary elienenta who were 
determined to expioit and distort the issue of 
Azarbaijyan in order to invite foreigners to 
interfere and deal a blow to the independenca of 
Tren. At this moment, cone Bhould net ignore the 
fact that those whe had favored fratricide, and whoa 
until veaterday had been, through reactionary 
propagenda, pointing to the use of force as the 
sole néeanes of solving the problem of Azarbaijan,- 
have today heen disgraced bafore cublic opinion and 
the nation of Iran. And it has been proved with 
certainty that geod intentions and adepting good 
policia@s are the best means of aciving problems and 


removing difficulties. 


Ac the contents of the agreement indicate, the 
principle of autenory. snd netional government in 


Azerbetyen hee been transformed into provinezal and 


S aoe 
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eity councils, the apoointment oF 2 
gavernor-general tor the provinces, and determining 
directora for the government offices there. His 
Fecellency Mr. Gavan-as-Saltaneh*s prudent and 
comproniging policies, which produced such 


cutstending resuitse, have been tetally approved by 


the nation of Iran, 


Finally, 38 the reault of repestead negotiations 
Guring these recent deys, an agreement. has been 
Bigned and axchanged with the representatives cit 
Azarbeaijan at halt past F of ciock tonight. And 
this important problem has been, with the utmost 
Bincerity and honesty, solved in the interests of 
Iran and her national unity. The nataogn of Iran 
has aivesysa been proud of her magnanimous and daring 
Azarbaijani individueala, and tanight from Tabriz, 
i.@, the seat of freedom-loving FTranians, I intern 
you, dear countrymen, of this grand and important 


news. 


How, in thy}? aftermath of the eeiution ta this 
problem, one should know fhat tonorrow there will 
be no reseson for disunity akong freedom-loving 
Eraniangs, and the reeacticonery salementesa must alec 
know thet the governmrent of Hia Excellency Mr. 


Gavan-os-Sultenech. relying an the glorious and 


ar are 
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united force of freedom-loving Iranians, will, with 
the utmost power and deapite aii reactianary 
intrigues, take outstanding steps towards securing 
the welfare and weil-being of the people and wiil 
initiate reforms throughout the country. By our 
breadcast of this happy news tonight, ali 
freedom-loving Iranians will certesinly celebrates 
and honor Hiss Exceliency,. Hr. Gavan-oa-Salitaneh, 
who has been aatuteliy and auccessfulily, despite 
various difficulties and continuous provocations 
from the reactionaries, sailing the ahip of the 


eountry fowards reform and prosperity. 


Tr the midst of the yay brought about Sy this grand 
victory, I must bring thia point to the attention 
ot well-wishers and freedem-loversa of the courtry: 
that by forming unity and ailiance among the 
eciumna of all freedom-lovera, the grand and united 
soldiers of freedom, we shail bleck any kind of 
adnfiltration and influence of the reection so that, 
onde? this unity end alliance and the leadership of 
the head of atate, we mney succeed in serving the 
country and securing the well-being and tranquility 
of the peopie in order te avoid enbarrussment 
before history, contemporary and future 


gqgeneyvationa, Ged, and the meaesesa. 
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Finsaily, J, for all my countrymen, snnounce that 
Azarbaijean, despite the poisonous prepaganda of 
ifli-wishing elements, haa been and elways will be 
an inseparable part of Fran, and ne one is able to 
Beparate the honorable end patriotic offspring of 


Azarbaijan from the motherland. 


Long tive Iran. Long live all freedam-lavera. 


GQ. #hat waa the date of this speech? 


A. At 4145 pm on 28 Khordad 1325. 


fKEnd of traneletion.3} 


Q@. So whet happened? Why didn’t thia agreement become 


inplemented sa that. there would be ne need for bloodshed? 


What went wrong? 


Aw it was imoclemented. 


@, But why was there finelly bleodahed and sivil wart 


A. seceuse the Shak started intrigues. That wes siter f 


went to Moscaw. I was never.,.-,, IF nominated the 


governor-general. I nominated the ..,. ali the heade of 


cepartmente, and the militery governer, the military 
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commander, everything ... @xactly under the 1806 Conatitution 


-- ¢Persaian> the town end provincial councils. 


&. But do you think, on the ather aide, Pishevari had good 


wili and good intentions toa implement thial 


&i. The question is here. The question of Avarbaijan is the 
intident T taid you wath the consul. You see, if was no 
longer a question of Pishevari, but a question of 
international relatians. OGbviousiy, Pishevari would prefer toa 
be the prime minister sitting there. De you underatend what 
I mean? But, the proof was when I vanted to leave, and the 
Soviet consul came, and aaid, “Gh, no,” that this was the 
agreement made, that they shouid sign, snd so on. and they 
cane. It shawa that it was the international aspecta of 
these things, that if you have a good policy, there can be no 
diftficuity with the people who profess this ideology. There 
mist be good international policy. Ba you underatand what f 
Bean? There must Se good internatianel policy thet 


everybody... . 


ft was efter these events that they accused me of being 
Communist. ALL right. I# te get the Russian troope cut of 
Tran -- ali the negotiations were done by me, in person -- if 
£o «arrange the question of Agarbaijan, bringing it back inte 
the nstionsliat senp, af thet ta Communist, all right, In 


Conmuniet, I*d be honored te be a Communist, 


—~ ta = 
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G. Oo you believe that this plan, that the administration of 
this ptan, was practical, and that if the policies that you 
and Gavan-ca-Saltaneh pursued were continued, then there 


would have been nc need For...f 


A. Weill, if the policy which f proposed, I had always 
wanted, if sat that tine, st that moment, we could have ... 
ome of the ressonea 4a republic was proclaimed in Iran ...- had 
simply kicked out the Shah at that time, fhe whole course of 
history would heave been changed. Se you understand what f 


mean? 


Go, When was the question of republic discussed? I didn“t 


fFollaw you. 


4. No. See, ‘Ff we had dort that. If we hed done, We had the 
possibility to do anything. We covuid run everything we 
wanted, you see. There wae Ao question.... But . didnt 
want to, for my point of view, push Gavam toc far, because 
Qavam would goa up to a certain limit. Oo you understand what 
T mean? To a certain limit. He put the Shah in hia place. 

Ke brought ne, without even consulting, without even taihking. 
The Dhekh didn’t know. ‘tunciear>s and I told the Shak, f£ 
seid, “Aa tong ase Fo am in the gevernment, you Wili reign and 
you will not rule.” 7 said, "This iz a fundamental 


conception we have of the conetitution and the government of 


-~ ii - 
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Iran." 


@. I think you weren’t one of his favorites. 


A. I beg your perdontT 


@. Idon’t think you were one o¢ the Shah’s favorites. 


Ae Ne. But IF think he made a grest mistake, because, you 
Enow, I had nothing, but oF course I didn’t back him. £f 
didn’t back his tamilty. = was against his father. If was 
ageinet everybody -- the whole family. They were vaurpers. 
They usurped this place. They’d been brought by foreign 
hayonets, But when 4... in front of 3s de facto situsticn, 
nationsi considerations, in ny opinion, showid be shove 
personel triendeship or emnity or personal considerations, you 
see. And this was @ pereacn who had ne persenality. He couid 
only be a vaiet. And a valet whoa wanted to be free ta rob, 
hinself, with a certein, as the French aey, “association de 
malfaiteurs” -- 8 certain number cf peopie around him. And 
the rest to send sali the weelrlth of the country out, in the 
purchase of a@rmamenta ... nobady can @#ven underatand what ... 
they”re of iraphisticated, how to manipulste. Deo you 


understand what I nean? 


Iomeaan, think of what schoola, whet universitiece, what 


reforms, agricultural refoerme, whet could have heen done with 


=— [7 = 
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aii thia wealth in Iran, if if had been done for the people. 
And it“sa the aoniy way to keep these ceuntries iike Iran, 
These peopie, from siipping away into the other camp. and 
that’s what we cannot, we cannot explain, don*t understand 


how, nobody can arrive to explain to the Americana. 


OQ. What were the circumstances for the end of thet cosiiticon 
cabinet and the departure of yourself from the cahinet in 


October i19467 


&. Well, at first I didn’t accept ta ge to Moscow. IF wanted 


ta continue with the Democratic Party -- erganizeation. 


@. hy wae the cabinet disbanded? 


A. Weill, if was the pressure, the pressure from everywhere, 
aimoest, you Know, from the English, from the Americans, from 
even certain Tudeh people, Ali these people. Everywhere, 
Nobody was in favor of one hundred percent mationaiist 
belicies, my belief was ~-- and today it’s more than ever 


justified. 


. Well, the Americana have written that they were atraid 
that the cabinet was coming under the control of the Tudeb, 
ang the three Tudeh cahinet ministers were packing their 
ministries with Tudeh pertisans, and therefore that’s why 


they were against this coslition cabinet. 
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A. No. The ressen was ... the Americans, sa 1 said, they 
were always badiy informed. The policy which Gavan was 
pursing, we were pursuing, that’s the policy everybody 
knows, If was in my hands, I was daing aii the discussions, 
ali the policies with all these peopie. And the Russians, in 
Bplte of the fact thet I was on their biackiist; in spite of 
the fact that in my newspaner, three days out of every sin 
days that it wes printed, the leading articie was an attack 
on the Tudeh, signed Firouz. These are the dacunents. 


Youve seen it. ALi right. 


In spite of all that, you see, I got into the Gavan cabinet, 
@ail right. And we brought about what yon see -- the reforms 
We made, the...«- In & very short time we succeaded where 
cthera faifed. We arranged the question of Azarbaijan when 
the othera couldn’t heave done. The Russians would not have 
gene. They would have stayed id, 15 -- perhkheps they’“d even 
have gone further south. Sut on several occasions, fF knaw, 


even when I was appointed ... afterwards =f went to Nosecow. 


Even when I was there, they ... On several occasions, the 
propceal of & division of fran into two eapheres of influence 
has been proposed to the Russians. And quite recentiy again, 
about fwo yeaere ago, they proposed, you see. Every tine the 
Hugeiana have faid ne. For the simple reasan that it’s 


ebyieussy ditficulit for 4a communitet government to come and 


- [4 - 
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Sign, a8 the Tasrist government did, at the same time, a 
decunent, # prefectorate over 4 country, of eapheres of 
intiuence and so on, and pretending to he saocialiat, 
COMmMENIBSE and respecting the independence and integrity 
Of-.2. <Ft*s hardiy possible to ceneceive that. But if they 
even wanted if, under those conditions, if wouldn*t be 


possible far them, you sea, fTo.... 


ror instence the question of Azarbaijean. They’d retire their 
troops, but the Agarbaijan peopie were there. To not jet the 
Azerbaijan afveir be gettied, that would have been sufficient 
far the proclamation of @ southern independence, you see. It 
was with the arrangement of the question of Azgsrbaijan that 
they foilowed this line which I pursued, you see, and they 
Saw, and that’s where there IF spoke ~- and I spoke very 


atrongiy with then. 


. The Russians? 


A. They respect people who don’t hide the truth from ther. 
They have a big reepect, and they do resrect peopie they see 
defending ... and especiaily when they saw thet this pnergon, 
whe George Alien pretended wes a Communist, and sent = report 
toa the Stete Depertment saying he wea = Communist, om the 


Shah’s ... counsei. Feaceuse he was against me, you know, 


@. The Sheath fad told George Allen thet you were #® communiot? 
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4. Yes, yes. 


Oo. You mow, there’s a controvers; regarding this coalition 
cabinet -- the end of this cabinet. There’s ane group that 
aeyea that Gavam thought that the usefulness of the Tudeh 
nhembers in the cabinet was over and therefore voluntarily 
Gisbanded thia rabinet. There“s another view saying that the 
Shab had finaliy succeeded in persuading George Alien te back 
him up and aupport him, and, by waing threata, force 
Gavam-os-Seitaneah to disband his coalition cabinet, to 
discharge eix of its members and bring in new membera whoa 
Were nore favorable te the Shah. Which of these two theories 


do you think “ie> closer te the truth? 


A. Well, IT think there was a bit... @ certain amount of 
truth in the fact that the intrigues were made against the 
government, which even went to the extent of telegrams that 


wha ahoanid not be in the government, you see. 


@. Teleqrame from? 


& The Ghashgheaie sand these people. They sent ... from <T> 
on American instructions. That*s quite true. F knew that- 
And, Gavem-os-Seitaneh wanted te ... he wanted to sert of 
keep everybody, you Know. He wanted fa Keep a gert of a 


haleance of everybady. And, uvitertumately, then hei... One 


- 14 « 
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day he went fo sea the Shah and he said, “I"ve geen ... just 


been to the Shah and I’ve resigned,” he said. 


&. Was that a surprise to ycut 


A. He hadn*t told me before. He said, “I"ve resigned. Ive 
resigned.” J] gasaid, “Yau"ve resigned?" “Yas.” He put -- 
dike a child, you know ~- he put his hand in his pocket. He 
said. “Bot F’ve got another order: tec form the new cabinet.* 
Laughing. He said, “I wanted to ask you something." I said, 
“Sil right.” He said, “What have you dene to these 


Ane@ricanca?T™ 


Iosaid, “Me? Toe the Anericans? Nothing at all. #hy, I’ve 
oniy put inte epolication your policies!t Ff have done nothing 
against the Americans. Un the contrary, what we have done, 
that’s what the government has done, you have dome thet 
threugh me, by me, om my inifitatives,... It wae the acting, 
in my opanion ... the matter ig not only an our nationel 
interest, but it*a aise in the interest of the Americans to 
have Azarbaisan free, to have the Russians no longer in the 
Country. Ferchapsa they wanted them to stay. The British did 
gant them to stay .-.. Gid want them te atay. But the 
Americans were ..4. Bort of .., it appeared to ua anyway, 
Truman pretended that they wented them te goa. Eut, otherwise 
I’ve got nothing aqainet the Americans. What Aave = dene? 


I’ve dene vhat was my duty te my country. Ff the Americans 


~ Ty 
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want 4&4 member of the government to carry cut their caprices, 
deo what they say, I would never like ..- accept to become a 
member of such a government. We are not here working for 
foreign interests. We must Keen and shew that we are capabie 
and have suttacient dignity to keep our own independence. 
Nobody’s going to grant us independence. We have ta take 
this independence. We have to achieve it. In keeping .«... 
our situstion 18 such that we have to Heep the very gaod 
relations with the two powers. And that*s where our 
ebyective is.» FF the Americans want daminatioan,., well that 
book is finished.” IF toid that, at that epoch, to Gavan. 
“Tf they want legitimate interests, friendship, weli of 


course, aathing better.” 


GQ. So then how did he tell you whe is going out of the 


cabinet aendes.-T 


A. Weli, then he said, “I want to ask you something.... TI 
want toe ask you to invite George Alien, have a dinner with 
him, invite hin to dinner, & perdonai dinner. Gecause I 
Gon*é knew what youve done to these Reeple. Gf course 
you‘vea done what I“ve said, but they have their £3,141, yaw 
fee.” F aeid, “Well, they can be full or empty. Tf 
heven*t...- Weve pot through a policy which haa been 
Successful. If Iranian success in preserving ite national 
aAndependence runs counter to their interests, yon Bee, then 


i’m sorry. I can be of moa further uno. Otherwise, fF dant 
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gee “unclear> with them. But why da you want ma ta invite 
hie for dinner?" Hse said, “Well, if you invite him toa dinner 
and be nice with him. Talx to him. You know how to taik ta 


these people.” And so cn. 


TI ssid, “Heli, ff always talk in a nice, Eriendiv way. And, 
anywey, 5ut + don’t know what they’ve got agqainat te. In 
athexy warda, you are asking me to invite George Alien to «a 
friendly dinner aa that should be a visa For se to be in the 
government? I would never do that. That I can never do. 
“We'd like very much, Your FRoyai.... We iike you very much 
and we extrenmeliy....° Don’t ask ne. That“s aomething IT can*t 
do. You see. Because net only it*s cunciesar>, it’s contrary 
ta thers own interentsa. One day they mney wake up. But then 


it witli be too late, you sée.” If said ta avan. 


He said, "“Weli, iook here, wouid you go to...? What will you 
do thentT’ Ff said, “Welt, I*“1i continue te organize the 
Bamocreatic Party.” He said, “Oh, that*a aiso difficuit tea 
do. We want the Party to be ... perhaps organize only the 
party and the party in hand, you see.” Welt, any cqovernment 
that came would have pushed the Farty to put into application 
the policues of the Party. He said "Veit, thats aise 
giffictit, now it makes difficult work for me,” and so on. 


He wee raether.,.a+ 


He gaid, “Weill, look here. For three month, four neontha, ga 
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on # foreign Mission as ambassador, if you Like, to Noscey, 
Bonewhere. After four manthe F promise you to ceil you back. 
Weil have to have elections. If you want te the elected, 
you*li be a candidate, and have you elected.” And se on. TI 
said: “Ko, I don’t want to go tescis.” He anid, “Wail, think 
about it, and temorrow vou"’ll come and wetli talk aver it 


Ls Eo a 


Iowenmt home, and the next day I again sav davam, and Gavan 
Showed me a iiet. He eaid, "These are the people I want to 
= into the cabinet.” There were same extracrdinary names 
in it, you know, and sa on. If said, "Who the hell are these 
people?’ Io said, “Bo you know you have # partytT*’ de seid, 
"Yes." DC said, “Well, where are the members of thig party? 
There puat be some?’ Finally, T made a condition with hin. 
fo said, “Look bere, I*ii accept." He said, "For thrae tr 
four months you go there.” “Ig I can be of service te your 
policy in any way, there, I’IlI] de it. But, E have one 
candition. Some of theae members of the government must not 


f2 dn." He said, “What™ 


Weil, IF sroposed three ministries. There was the Wintatry of 
Leber .2+ Wee one , sud the Hintestry of Communtcations, and 
the Ministry of Justice. Aa ninister of jyuatice I proposed a 


Ran Célled Mousavizadeh. He was « gucae, 


‘“Ghen Heze Khan left and tha Shah was reigning, because pe had 
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#83anninsted my father, as you Knew, I pursued the police, 
The Shah was reigning. The Shah said to ma, “Gh, look here, 
do this, anything you want.” He tried to buy met “Bo this.” 
Fo said, “Lock here, thia if not a question of ... ijit”s 4 
question of conscience, it’s not ... there’s no price which 
is possible to pey. It dceesen*’t exist. It*s fTranian histery. 
Your father can be had and you can he good. You can be good, 
Your Born can be bad.” =F ssid, “If you teil hin in my kehalf, 
teil the Shak that if he wantea to be o good Shah, he can“*t be 
a good son." That*’s exactiy what £ said in tha message toa 
hin, you see. “Im aorry,” fT seid, "I can“t do it. My 
advice ... ££ you want to be a good son and continue in the 


same line, well, you can’t end you won’t remain Shah.” 


And f£ continued. It was the biggeat -- yau were’at there. 
Perhaps youve ... Of Gourse you*’ve heard ahout it, if you've 
Beard about the history of iran. There was the biggest fist 
of accusations against ail these peonis. We had them allt 
arrested, And im the big saltans of the Ministry of Foreign 
4ifagirse, there was the court, because tiere was no place 
where 505 peopie, «unclear> evearything.... For a month, 
nearly @ month, every day itt this court F was there. And it 
was the whole hiatory af Reza Ehean: acw he came, ali his 
crines, the polities that brought him. ali. I Gpened the 
whoie door for everybody. People cama in. They were 
ahouting, they wer cheering snd #0 on, you a¢e. And 


Mousevizedeh -~ Id never met this man -- was the judde, 
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presiding judge. Id never seen him in ny life. 


And I know the Shah was saperding lota of money. Hed brought 
for Hakhtari thia ... good attorneys. Or. Aghayen was there 
+s ta defend him, and so on. And he waa trying to buy the 
Judges, you pee. Ali right. I was aware of thet. The only 
impiement I had wae to carry cut =| press campaign, you see, 
@h#ich i did. My newapsaper ... I hadn“t yet started 

Ra‘d-e Enrouz at that time: I was writing in the 

Setareh and other newauepers at that time, but 

Organizing MANY Newspapers. And a big press campaign to show 
the judge thet he can*’t ... nuat be careful. He must keep 
the read atraight, you know. That everybody wass watching. 
Anyway, the whole show ended, and be gave a judgment, 
eandemning ali these pecple. And ene of the things which the 
az. Of giving him @ seart of extenuating circumstances, yau 
see, Which made his imprisonment Tess, was thet it. had been 
dane an the ordera af what waa to become the “Reza Shah the 


Great,” you see. And this is an official decument which went 


to “<the> highest ... tne Caurt of Cassation. Highest court. 


. This Mousavizadeh had been the judge? 


&. ified been the judge. That siveys impressed me. After that 
¥ becene very friendly with him and I wanted to pay him back 
-- the duty fe had done towards hia country, the honesty he 


hed shown, and the.... He*d hear «» very good gudge te the 
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Ministry of Justice, you gee. I sade him minister of 
justice. Wavam accepted. F£ told him the reason. TI saaid 


Cunelear>. He did that in order that J saccept.... 


@. Oo geo te Moaecayw? 


A. To goa te Moscow, yes. But when I was there, they started 


littie intrigues in Azarbsijen. When I was anbasasadoer. 


Andsauas 


a. bid Qavanm want to do thist 


&. © beg your pardon? 


@. 8id Qavam want these intrigues te take place? 


A. Whenw.-. After I went, it was “margre” Oavam ~- in spite 


of him ~~ because he was then surrounded by people, ali kinds 


of things the Shek had got more, Hed got more inte ... 


other people“s hands. When IF was there, I dian“t allow. 


@, How cobid this 25, 25 year old Shah overcome a statesman 


like Gavan? That’s what 7T can’t understand. 


A. Well, he didn’t overcome a ststesnan iike Gavan. Gavan 


knew bimea ss 
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a. de® Foreed Aim teo.... 


A, @avam knew him very well. Sometimea ... sometine were 
talking, they’d say, “When will you get rid of this shit? If 
you can do it, do it quackiy.” Several times he was taiking 
plainiy, f mean. His impression the knew. But he was an old 
politician, you see. And he was always seeing on the foreign 


policy questiaone haw, where the noseaibilities.... 


@. Tt seensa that after your departure the game waa last. =I 


mean, according to history, because from then on.+.. 


A. So. For Gavam it wes lost. He toid me hingelt. He told 


me himeseif. When he came here...-. 


GQ. Wher did he allow this? 


A. Because, weil, he had to. Gavam waa doing the whole damn 


work for Him..«+. 


Gm. @het if he had retused to disband his cabinet? 


A. If he had done thet, it wouid be much better. 


O. Why didn’t he da it? 


4. Weli, that“a the resson. He jiiked power. There“s no 
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doubt shout the fact that.... Even, Ili tell you, same 
peapie came along sometimes, and it waa s matter of what we 
eall in Persian hojpb-e haya ‘respect for ftriendsa>, 

ang so on. They used to come along, and ask favors, this, 
that and the ether. And f£ didn’t want Bavam’s name ... While 
i was there ¢F was his vice prime ninister -- my room wa 
susat behind his room, you see) to be, sort of a bad tunclesr> 
people coming and going. And J put the nare of preserving 
Havam «Peratan?>, but J put a special person there to ... that 
certain peopie, who were ... I knew, who Wented t6 come 
around and profit from Savamn’s hojb-e haya, as we 

uBbed to cali it, ami get certain favers which would have been 
bed for OQavan*a personal reputation. ff wouldn“t Iet them go, 
wher they came there. I didn’t let them go in. J would say, 
‘There ia no time how.” And Wavam underatcoad that. de said, 
“You're oniy elilowing certsain peopie fo cone kere.” f said, 
“If I“ve done something that f*ve told you, it’s quite true, 
but it*e in your interests.” When he thought, he said, 
“Perhapa you are right.” J said, “I was afraid that you 
might sometime sccept semething ... fo do aoemething fer 
aomebody which atterwardea you yourself wouid prebably 


regret.” 


GQ. what Io estiill can’t underatend, what were the pressures 
that were on thie oid statesmen that. made hin give up -e. You 


know, let hig frienda ge. 
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A. Well, he liked me very mnuch.... 


@. hy didn’t he sey, “No. fm gaing to keep my cabinet. I’m 
gaing to keep these peopie.“T What could have happened? TI 


mean, he had bis political party. 


A. Yea, weli, we had the political party. We had.... 


@. He had much power, 


&. He had the nower, but then if would have become @ sert af 
2 duel between the Shah and Gaven. Ff TF had been there, I 
would fave proniaed Gavam within <4 hours. I would have 
finished the whole damn thing, you see. It*s a gtteation of 
being 4a man of action -- one is or one tan’t, you understand. 
At # crisis in the country, if one wants to think about doing 
this, that, and the other -~ weil eaverything disappears. 
There are certain moments in history where cone is obliged te 
teke decisions which are of vital importance, and it’s there 
eee 10 GCONnTeESiIon is possibie. Gavan was alweys a nan of 
concesaion, Where, in my opinion, certain things, 


concessions sheuld not have been mede. 


Weil, he“a ¢the Shah? lasted up to thres years saga, the gane 
mereon,., Da you understend what I mean? He was 4 canter in 


the body politic of Iran, the Shah, yoau see, until the moment 
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he died, 


find now theyre talking ali this rubbish about his son. Which 
you itnow, of course. They talk. And nobody seems .-. these 
pecple don’t seen to understand. And the peopie who hear.... 
They’ve opened shops. These people are sc ... certain sart 
of apposition here. They taik and talk and teik. Theyre 
now talking for two years: “In twenty days were in Tehran.” 
You see, they*’ve opened « shop. Ther*re getting money from 
here, there, and everywhere. They"ve cpened shops. And naw 
there’s no possibility of them going. They’re not prepared 
te take risks. They’ve get tao much money now ta takbe riske. 


Bo you understand what F mean? ff is asaomething inecredible. 


I know thet hecause they won*t ... the people won*t ... aré 
not Jesaving m@ alone. They are coming naght and day from 
Iran, here. Theyre every one: “Where are you? Why don’t 
you come? Theres only one person who could come along and 
arrange @ country and not let this thing.,...” Well, there 
Best be possibilities, There must be certain things. f 
den’t diacourage them. They’re aii there. But people whe 
have been collaborating with all these reopie, the certain 
eoecalied oppositions here, you know, they’re disgusted. Id 
never met them in my lite. Caivdi, militery, ali kinda of 4.4, 


eyery type of people, yon understand. 


Weill, the quesation ia, there must be certain ... the 
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practically possibie ... there must be 4 certainty an the 
international question. I was weiting to see what Reagal was 
qaing to de, you see. But I’m only hearing this talking 
about muscles, You have musacies. Well everyone knows, but 
that other aide has nore muscles then you +7 in the region, 
eppeciaily. What muscles? ff7s net a question of nuacies. 
it’s a question af the policy. ft must be based on 
discretion, on mecitation ... of the situation. That*s 


realiy the whaie trouble. 


@. Can we go back to when you laft Tehran for Moscow? and 


you were in Noscow and things vere happening in Tehran.... 


A. Weil, as I said, when things etarted to happen ... well, 
i stopped it sli. Because there were ... Lhey came there ... 
Bome of Them were running away trum Azarhaijan, some of the 
reopie who had been there ..-.-Stayed there, running away -- 
With arms end so on. TI went and saw Nolotov. Ff teiephoned 
up and made a «Coretest{>. I asid, “Whet“s this going on in 
Agarvbeijan again?’ I said, “Are you geing hack, mehing some 
-e- Certain agreements or samething with the British abaxt 


the division of Iran if Boome ..-. anyone starts troubies” 


G. The Rusedens were geing int 


A. Hoa, no, no. They wanted te proyoke the Russalara te come 


iLike 
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G@. J see, 


& The plan was to make trouble. Provoke the Russians to 


Cone 


Go. tf sme, 


A. Thet was the pian. Poa you understand vhat I mean? If 
they «the Russians> had come, the others <«the Aritish> 
wouldn’t have even waited one minute. They were there, you 
See. They would have come to Basra and they wouldn*t have 
waited one minute, you see. If the Russians hed come, they 
would have come. The atfair would have been finished, you 
see, fF said, “Well, Molotov,” f said, “What sare you doangt” 
i eaad, “Some of them are running away with the arma. The 
arma beleng to the government.” He gave immediate ordars to 
stop all these people at the frontser and take every bit of 
arma they’d got. I sent 4» telegram te Gavam. F agid, “Ali 


these sxyrma will be given heck to your representatives.” 


@, i see, the Pishevari people were taking arms *unclear>? 


A. They were taking ares and running away ... wentinrg to go 


to Russic, you eee, .-. af the frontier. 


@,. i cee, thay were going over ... eercas the borders... 
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- They wented toa crass over the border, then to see if they 
eould do semething there, you know, and get.... Ther couid 

seay...- There were many other agents cf people amongst these 
bDeople, -~OoU see. There were arms on frani:an territory. They 
would have steyed cthere> in «uncliesr> until the Russians had 


come in. 


td I see, thet these wers Huasian arma foming in. 


A. It was a plan fo get the Russians inte the thing. I went 
and spoke to Moloteyvy -~- wathout any instructions ... from the 


qovernnment. 


G@. Gut didnt you wender what wes happening to your old 


friend, Gavant Why wan he aliowing these things to hepren? 


A. Wo, § knew, I knew. That’s why I resigned. Thats 
Finealiy why ft resigned. And Gavan .,- anyway .-. he knew, 
higself. After Id gone, he told me, when he wae here -- 
@fttervarda he came to France. He was here. Ye talked. He 
asid, “The day you Lett me, I was lost,” he toid me. fecnuse 
the sincerity must exist, you see. Gavan wanted ... meant 
weil, you see, but he wWoean*’t always prepared ta use ali those 


means necessary for arriving at the..-«- 


we The cbyective. 
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A. The objective. Well, you can’t hesitate if you have an 


important cbhbjective toa achieve. 


. Is it true that sometimes he would estekhareh 
“consult 4 book or worry-beads in order to decide sbout 


Bormething>? 


4. He believed in it soametines. Yes. 


@. F was told by one person that there was an important 


question, and he said he wes going to estekhareh. 


A. Yes, yes. Meke estekhareh., Well, when he dadnvt 

want fo do agmething, or when it depended on his own... . He 
always said, “fi I didn*t want ta do it” he sould say he 
believed itt “I did estekhareh and iff turned cut badtf 
CPersian>” He wouldn’t accept the resnonsibility himseif. He 


Said the estekhareh did it. 


G@. nec then the next year his cabinet resigned, and left him 
&ilone, and the Majies gave him @ yote of no confidence, and 
they wouldn’t even give him a diplomatic passrort to leave 


tren? 


A. Yea, they lett and he had to come. And.... 
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YW. An ordinary pasaport’ How did this happen? 


A. Yee, yes. He came. Well, as FJ said ta you, fhe ... that 


wae @lil the Sheah*a enmity, of course, and.... 


@. =F mean, haw could within one year «there? Be such a great 


change? 


A. Well, it dependa con.... 


Q. The “Jeneab-e Sshrat” «His Excellency> to become aanmeane 


without a passport? 


A. “Jenab-e Ashreat,” you Know finaliy the shah gave the ... 
because when he wasn ... “unclear> Jenab-e@ Aghayeh Qavam <His 
Excellency, Mr. Gevam>. That vas before.... uf on the 
radio, telking all over fran, I had given 2nstructions to say 
“Jenab-e Ashraf.” The Shah was heuwring the news: “Jenab-e 
Ashraf ... TencGb-e Ashraf.” <He ssidi> "“They’ve been 
elininated, alli the tities.“ Well, all right. He saw it was 
Lad. He hed obliged. He wrote the order himself, anc sagned: 


“the title “fenab-ea Ashreat” is being granted te you.” 


G. a iff wee efter the tect. 


Ai. Yes. After I ted given inetructicons ali cover the 


enuntry, you see -- “Jenab-e Ashrar”’, they said -~ which 
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forced him to do that. Yes. 


Qo. But again, you Know, what I’m trying to say is that the 
dramatic difference within I? months, trom where Gdeavam wae 


and where he ended up is really dittaicuit to tndersatand. 


A. Well, it’s not reaiiy dirficuit ta underscand .-. for 
somnebedy who was there, but for me it’s not difficult tea 
understend becsuse I know what inportance there ia in the 


surroundings one has there, you aee. When one is.... 


Anct the fact that, of course, after I left, the Shah*s 
authority became wore. f wouldn*t ailow it +- I toid hin, 


you see, And they had zeversl shots at ne, you Know, while | 





was in iran. They tried to “burp me off’. Oca you understand ” 


we Bane 
: = 


whet I mean? When f£ vse in Abadan. There a5 4 strike 





there. And I wan waiking in the gardens of the governorship 
there, Suddenly, I was talking with somebody, and a Bullet 
passed and Heyazi, Colonel Heyjazi, who ft had arrested, 


BnGsascee 


@. And alae the other pan.-.-. 


A. KXeebsh-Fateri was there, a5 well, the governor-general 
wos there, you Bee -- Gf Khontesten -- they were there, 
gtanding ai the corner there. And when Z.... “What the heli 


js heagopeaning?” 7 said, “What the hell is happening?” There 
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was @ 3Jeep fhere. I said, “Hejazwi, come, quickiy!’ TIT got 
inte the j@ep and said, "Cone in. Leat*s2 go cut and see 
What’s happening -- whos firing and from where.” They were 
afraid af the things. I asid, “Sit dawn, sit down, ait 
gdown.’” F gaid, Now, whe’s fighting? What*s atl this firing 
coming ftromtT" He said, "We don*t know what’s happening.” £F 
said, “You don’t snow? Youre governer-generali. You’re the 


Rizitery governor here.” 


@. Alsace there was @ fateh -- « polic man or 


something? 


A&A. The fateh was the o1l-rtellow. MNusatate Fateh. 


&. But there was another army --.- the Commander af 


Khorramshar or gomething. 


A. Ob, perhaps there was anether officer. I don“t know. 
But the farmande, of Khouvestan, the commander of 
Khouzesatan, who had sent. arms ~~ British arma -- from 
Baara,by franian army trucks te the Bakhtiari, to be 
distributed, you gee. And we hac documents that he had dane 


that, and he*d sent these. 


G. Who were the peopie who wanted the Shah to gain greater 


power vis-a-vis the Prine MinistertT And why? 
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A. <All thease peopie who were sround the Shah. They were 
degenerate, interested, peculiariy interested, people. They 
were not for the perdon of the Shah. They didn’t care @ dann 
about him, They yust wanted to expleit any and every 


aituation te fili their pockets. 


RQ. But they had joined the Bemocratic Party and they were 


nenbersa of a party along with their leaders. 


fie No, Bur we had all kinds af seople in the party. We had 
to. Certein people cane in the party whe were not very 
weli-reputed either -- newspaper people and se on. In their 
newapapera they could write.... Somebody came and saeaid, “I 
heard you're mahing @ party. What ie this preorie who you 
ailow in then?” =z said, “"Whot”" He gave mé namea. IF said, 
“Well, ack here, were going to build a wonderful paiace -- 
narbie palace.” He gaid, “Yee." IF said, “In thia marbie 
peleace are you going toe butid a water closet or mot? dr 
perhaps several water cicseta?’ He aaid, “Sure.” f= said, 
“Well, they are water cicsets. You cen’t budid a marble 


palace without having... .” 


Q. 8ut it sounds Like the merble palace was Full of weter 


closets. And that*sa why... 


A. Ho. Atter T ieft, I don’t know, because it was at the 


beginning I left. It waa the baginning ot the party and se 
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on. But as tong ae JT was there, I weouldn“t allow.... 


&. Because when ... at the time when Gavan received # vote 
of no contidente, they even foock over the party. His 


opponents even took over hia own party. 


A. Well, i said, they allowed intiitration. They got in. 
But. whiie I was there, no. While I was there, the Democratic 
Party.... Ith was aft the baginning, of course, it waa the 
beginning of it*s thing. Ed kept it very ciean, and there 
was one or two hewsepaper peonlie who wanted tea come in -- i 
tneaw them very weil. They changed their ideas with the 
question of money, Sut they were necessary for certain people 
iz we wanted to attack or wanted fo use language which wasn’t 
eed by mast pecple, you see. They were necegasary. They were 
the water closets, ams you imagine, and ££ told them that. And 


they all laughed when [ toid them that. 


@. f7ye come acrose «a letter written by George Ailen to Mr. 
Jernegan, and he explaina the circumatances of this change of 
cabinet. He says that ever since he came to fran, the Shah 
wanted to have Gavan removed, But he would nat yield. He 
wovwid aay, "Yau sheuld reign and not rule, and leave Gavar 
alone, Because he’s the atrongest man to keep the Ruasiana 
eut, But he says by ... in Septernber, when your government, 
Gavan’ government, and the Ghashghaies came to an agrecment,; 


wherg the Chashghaies agreed te suppert the Besoecratic Party, 
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the Shah waa upset because he wanted the Ghashghaies cruahed 
and their arma faken, and this waeentt done. So he increased 


his pressure on the Americana. 


At the same time, George Ajien says that he received @ report 
fron someone that he ... had, that the quesation of the joint 
air company with the Russians wee diacussed in the cabinet by 
Generai Firoug, who was minister of roadea. And that everyone 
in the cabinet. neeting, except for Hazhir, had agreed with 
this gir agreement. Iraj Eakeandari hsd asked for the 
question toe be postponed so that Iran could renounce its 
Bigneature in the Chicags Agreenent, where apparently this 
agreement was not consistent with that. Then it was ciained 
-- and I“ii stress claimed, or alieged -- that you had spoken 


about this meeting with someone in the Russian Embassy. 


GQ. This is the report that.... 


A. Te, z BMiOGWeeae 


Q. The Firat secretary of the Fussiean Embassy hed gone ta 
Fokandari“s house and had seid, “Why did yor oppose this air 
company?‘ And Eskendari seid, “I hadn“t opposed it, I’*d just 
ae eet for nostnonement.. ' Then Eskandeari had gone te @avan, 


aeying, "Firouz haa ... reported to the Russians about me.” 
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Than thiga story had reached tearge Aileen. And he saya in his 
letter (which I think you would be interested in seeing and 
I*ii send it to you}, he says, “This was so golden onportunity 
i wus waiting for, because this ... hew {£ could get rid of 
Firouz and thease others from the cabinet, and at the same 
tine end these discussions with the Russians for this air 


treatitic.” 


Sco he had gone -- on Uctober idth, I believe -- he had gone 
to Gavan and had saeaid, “We no longer have confidence in your 
qovernkent, because you are infiltrated in your cabinet ana 
you cannot have cabinet discussions without it being reported 
to the Russians.” And Qavam had asked hina, “Now whe are you 
talking about?" George Slien had refused te mnentien your 
neare. taorge Ailen had waited two days, or three days, and 
Gavan kad dane nothing. Then George sllen goes to the Shah 
and ascysa, “I now agree with you that Gavan should either be 
axrested, ex" 7d, or imprisoned, if he does not agree te 
Gdisaband tis cabinet,” And the Sheh had asked Allan, “@khen 


shenid I do thist™ And be had said, “Right away.” 


How, juet a tew days betore that, Abbanm Nas’oudi had gone to 
Georse Azlen, in the evening, and nad eeid, "We want fo make 
= coup d“etat againat Gavan, and will you belp pe?” And then 
of couree the Shah had saseked Gavam toe come in. There were 
runore that General Anirahnads had centected Gavan and said 


that he may heve to act. on behsait af the Shah if he didn’t 
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resian. And then Gavan had sgreed toe propose 2 uew cabinet. 

Now, thie ia something which has tot come out in any reports 

iz the past, and I’n very intereated in.... Youre the tirat. 


pergon who wae @actualily there who f can ask thia question. 


A. The onty queation, this question about the iimit and 
Ira}...s. This is the first time In hearing this -- From you 
-- this question about the ... the queation of Ira} 
«Feakandsari>. The only thing I can teil you is that Ira) 
Eskandari was amonget those neople whoa were afterwards. 
BuBpected os having been working for British interests in 
Iran -- anongst the Tudeh. Oo you understand what F mean? 

so tf tt was a prefabricated arrangement that there should be 
this queation, that fraj Sakandsari should ask for tine, and 
BO Of and so an.... They would go and come along ... and 
then Fakandari would goa and gay, “Thie persen ... this resort 
has been given by .., to the ... the queation was of no 
interest for us. ft was a question oF very minor interest, 


this queation of the thing....* 


G. Aix tratiic,. 


fi. The sir traffic question, “Yery, vary insignificant.” 
The reports .., if he wanted te give the reports to the 
Seviet Fmbaseay ... they ahould give repartesa te the Saviet 
Embeaesy, Cheat 2+ was through m2 -- that I got the Russians 


suk. They knew better than anybody, do you underatans whet I 
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mean? J mean, theae things were ac insignificant that they 


only hecome...+ 


G@. But of interest, what’s of interest.... 


4. But it*s the first fine I hear about it -- from you, 


2, Bot what‘’s af interest ia the very activa role that 


George Ailenw.-.+ 


A. Against me.... 


S,- Teok to change.-.-, 


Ae I*I!l show you, now I’ili aghow you, let me show vou.... 
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